
Deutscher

Juristinnenbund
/h

V

DeutscherAnwaltVerein

H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Farazandeh

Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Germany
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Podbielskiallee 67

14195 Berlin

Rechtsanwältin und Notarin Edith Kindermann

Deutscher Anwaltverein e.V.

Assistentin: Maja Aden
Tel.: +49 30 726152-140

Fax: +49 30 726152-192

aden@anwaltverein.de

Rechtsanwäitin Prof. Dr. Maria Wersig

Deutscher Juristinnenbund e.V.

Geschäftsstelle

Tel.: +49 30 4432700

Fax: +49 30 44327022

Qeschaeftsstelle@dib.de

1 December 2020/NMM/EW

Health and prison conditions of the Iranian human rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh

Excellency,

We are writing to you on behalf of the German Women Jurists' Association (djb) and the
German Bar Association (DAV). Both organizations are committed, among otherthings,
to the compliance with human rights and the protection of the Rule of Law. A central
part of our activities therein lies in the protection of human rights lawyers and activists
around the world.

The Situation of our imprisoned colleague, the lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh, continues to fill
US with deep concern. We were therefore pleased to receive the news that the Iranian
judiciary has now apparently granted her a long requested leave of detention. After
previous reports about a transfer to the Qarchak prison, this news gives us a small
reason for hope.

However, we remain very concerned about the State of health of lawyer Nasrin
Sotoudeh, not least because of her heart failure, for which she had been hospitalized
previously.

We have already advocated for Nasrin Sotoudeh on several occasions. Her prison
sentence of 33 years in prison and 148 lashes on March 8, 2019 shocked and outraged
US. As a lawyer. Ms. Sotoudeh has been active as a defense counsel especially in
cases against the death penalty. Moreover, her work has been particularly focused on
women's rights. Among other things, she stood up for female Clients who were accused
of public resistance against the Obligation to wear a veil/hijab.
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We believe that the conviction of Nasrin Sotoudeh is based solely on her work as a
lawyer. The criminalization and punishment of peacefui human rights werk and the
practice of the legal profession is appalling. Her courageous commitment makes lawyer
Nasrin Sotoudeh a true role model for us, when it comes to procedural and human
rights, especially women's rights.

In this context, we would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the obligations of
the Islamic Republic of Iran under international law arising from the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as ratified on 24 June 1975, in particular the right
to life and the prohibition of torture.

In particular, we would like to remind you that, in accordance with the UN Basic
Principles on the Role of Lawyers, lawyers shall not be intimidated, harassed, or
prosecuted because of the cases they work on or the clients they represent. Lawyers
shall not be identified with their clients or their clients' causes.

Due to her poor State of health and the catastrophic prison conditions in which Nasrin
Sotoudeh is now being held, we therefore demand an immediate pardon followed by an
exercise of power to fully restore the freedom of Nasrin Sotoudeh. Until then, we
demand that conditions of detention are being guaranteed for her in accordance with
humanitarian Standards, an immediate end of her solitary confinement as well as the
required access to medical care. We further appeal that the free practice of the legal
profession and the work for the rights of women in Iran must be possible without State
intimidation and undue interference.

Sincerely yours.
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Edith Kindermann Prof. Dr. Maria Wersig A
President of the German Bar Association President of the German Vyomen
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